
A WALKING REPORT 19 

Posted on 2020-09-29 2020-09-29 by spd_wp_admin  

Dear Reader (2020-09-29), 
Friday September 18, 2020 – Sentinel Pass via Larch Valley Trail <> 12.5 k 
– out and back – with Liz + 

The alarm goes off at 2:45 am.  I’m out the door half an hour later and 
headed west.  Over 2 hours later, I’m surprised to see there are Banff 
National Park employees controlling traffic at the Moraine Lake Road.   I 
heed the waving flashlight, take the turn, and 20 minutes later or so I arrive 
at the parking lot.  It is already three quarters full, and it is only 5:45 am.  Liz 
and her daughter are about 6 vehicles behind.  The stars are still 
out.  Some people are waiting in their cars.  Others are climbing out of 
their rented camper vans, and still others are putting on their head 
lights.  By 6:30 the stars are gone, and the once smoke-less skies are no 
longer clear.  We get ready, and begin walking the constantly climbing 
path until we get to a wooden bench.  On a previous walk (click here for A 
Walking Report 06), I had turned left towards Eiffel Lake.  Today we turn 
right, on a new-to-me trail, towards Larch Valley and Sentinel pass.   

The smoke from the US West Coast fires have obscured the dawn (01).  The 
strange orange light accentuates the needles on the larch trees (02).  The 
light will remain eerie until we return to the pine forest and the bench 3 or 
4 hours later. We reach the largest of the Minnestimma Lakes (03, 04 lower 
right) at the foot of Sentinel Pass.  Liz, and her daughter decide to forego 
the climb.  I huff and puff (05) my way to the top of the pass.  The trail to 
Paradise Valley (06) is below me.  That trail will have to wait for another 
day. Pinnacle Mountain (07), like most scenes on this walk, looks post-
apocalyptic. 

Weird light but not without its rewards. 
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As always all comments are sought and welcome 
Cheers, Sean 
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4 Replies to “A Walking Report 19”  

1. Keith says:  

2020-10-03 at 15:34 Edit  

An overall set of comments. Interesting light, giving an other worldly 
appearance to the landscape, especially 1. I can see why you shot 6 
the way you did, but given my rock texture fixation, I’d have probably 
done the walls.  

I TIL that if you do two comments in a row, your website remembers 
the name, email, blog address thing. 

1. spd_wp_admin says:  

2020-10-03 at 16:51 Edit  

Thank you Keith. Clever website (it was certainly nothing I did). 
I wonder if it might also be your browser remembering the 
contents of a form. 

Reply 

2. Pingback: A Walking Report 21 – Sean P Drysdale Edit  

3. Roy says:  

2020-09-30 at 21:21 Edit  

The smoke does make for weird light! 
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